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INTRODUCTION 

The  following  poges  contain  Information,  gathered  here  and  there  throughout 
the  years,  on  the  early  history  of  Westernport.     No  attempt  has  been  made  to  make 
it  a  running  narrative.     It  is  material  compiled  to  fill  a  need;  for  example,  teachers 
may  have  use  for  such  a  thing  in  their  curriculum. 

These  items  have  been  authenticated  as  far  as  possible  through  clippings, 
speeches,  and  interviews.     There  are  many  Interesting  stories  which  were  not 
included  because  they  were  not  backed  up  by  known  facts.     One  such  story  is  the 
one  regarding  Horse  Rock.     It  has  been  told  and  retold  that  the  place  was  so  named, 
because  during  the  Civil  War,  the  rocks  afforded  an  Ideal  hiding  place  for  the 
horses  from  the  enemy.     But  nobody  seems  to  know  positively  how  or  where  the 
story  originated. 

It  Is  hoped  that  this  material  may  be  a  beginning  for  others  to  Improve, 
correct,  and  enlarge  upon.     Already  a  supplement  Is  now  being  made  by  several 
citizens  of  the  community  who  ore  well  acquainted  with  phases  of  our  living  In 
Westernport.     This  will  be  added  when  completed. 
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WESTERNPORT 

I.  Before  the  White  People  Came 

The  lofty  mountains  rise  from  a  valley,   reaching  eastward  thirty 
miles  and  north  for  twenty  miles  or  so.     The  river  flows  east  through  one 
valley  and  the  creek  joins  the  river  from  the  north.     Fish  abound  in  both 
streams.     The  mountains  are  thickly  covered  with  forests,  and  the  forests 
are  filled  with  many  kinds  of  animals. 

This  Indeed  made  on  inviting  site  for  Indian  camps  and  later  for 
hunters  and  trappers.     This  was  the  picture  of  own  town  some  hundred 
years  before  the  white  man  settled  here. 

Westernport  followed  the  pattern  of  other  pioneer  settlements. 
After  the  Indians,  came  the  hunters  and  trappers,  followed  by  traders. 
Transportation,  which  was  a  very  important  factor,  was  aided  by  our 
natural  resources.     The  valley,  which  followed  the  creek  and  river,  made 
trails  and  paths  easy  to  travel  by  horse  and  wagon.     The  streams  carries 
boats  and  rafts,  filled  with  furs  and  supplies,  to  other  settlements.     Food 
was  supplied  from  the  river  and  forests,  and  building  materials  for  houses 
were  plentiful. 

With  all  these  needed  things  at  hand,  our  town  was  a  natural  place 
to  settle.     A  settlement  existed  here  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution.     The 
exact  date,  however.  Is  obscure. 

A    trading  post  was  established  on  the  west  bank  of  George's  Creek, 
Here  the  needs  of  the  hunters  and  trappers  were  served  and  here  too  the 
Indians  traded  their  furs  for  articles  kept  by  the  post.     This  trading  was 


probably  near  the  point  where  the   creek  emptied  Into  the  river.     The  creek 
flowed  down  what  is  now  Church  Street,  and  emptied  Into  the  river  below 
where  KIght's  Service  Station  Is  located.     The  post  could  very  well  have 
been  located  on  the  east  bank  of  George's  Creek  where  the  railroad  crossing 
Is  now.     It  Is  believed  that  the  Ohio  Company  established  the  trading  post. 

Naming  and  Settling  the  Town 

The  name  Westernport  was  given  the  settlement  later.     This  was  the 
most  western   navigable  port  on  the  Potomac.     The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  had  been  originally  planned  to  lead  settlers  into  the  Ohio  country. 
It  stopped  at  Cumberland  and  was  never  finished  any  farther.     Roads  and 
railroads  were  then  coming  Into  use  and  probably  served  the  people  better. 
Several  survey  parties  had  been  sent  out  to  explore  the  mountains  and  hunt 
a  practical  route  to  the  west. 

When  the  canal  stopped  at  Cumberland,  the  citizens  of  Westernport 
held  a  meeting  with  some  of  the  state's  leaders.     The  plea  for  the  canal  was 
fhat  Westernport  was  on  important  point  of  shipment.     In  fact,  it  was  one  of 
the  most  Important  towns  In  this  region,  ranking  with  Oldtown,  Cumberland, 
and  Cresaptown.     Nothing  was  accomplished  and  the  Idea  was  dropped. 

After  the  troublesome  Indians  were  pushed  out  of  the  region,  settlers 
come  to  make  their  homes.     The  first  permanent  white  man  to  come  was  Peter 
Devecomon.     He  established  o  grist  mill  near  where  George's  Creek  emptied 
into  the  Potomac.     At  that  time  the  creek  bed  was  down  the  south  side  of 
Church  Street  and  emptied  Into  the  Potomac  below  where  Male's    Service 
Station  Is  now  located.     Peter  Devecomon  was  a  Frenchman  who  for  some 


reason  had  to  flee  France.     He  was  very  wealthy,  was  related  to  Louis  XVI 
and  received  revenue  from  family  estates.     His  investments  in  Allegany  County 
helped  in  its  development.     His  descendents  were  men  of  learning  and  furnished 
many  noted  lawyers. 

The  date  of  his  coming  is  not  clear  but  it  is  thought  to  have  been 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  I700's.     Formerly,  there  was  evidence  that  there 
was  a  struggling  settlement  here  even  before  the  Revolution. 

Quotations  Indicating  the  Town's  Long  Standing  History 

Some  of  the  sources  for  Westernport's  early  history  are  quoted  here: 

"Westemport  history  dates  back  to  Colonial  days.     It  was  a  stop-over 
on  one  of  the  earliest  roads  connecting  the  Potomac  Valley  with  that  of  the 
Ohio,  this  road  crossing  the  mountains  through  what  is  now  Garrett  County." 
(Judge  Sloan  of  Cumberland) 

'Long  before  the  days  of  the  railroads  and  canals,  Westernport  was 
known;  In  fact,  the  town  Is  the  oldest  one  In  this  part  of  the  country.     It 
dates  back  to  colonial  times  as  a  trading  post  and  settlement,  when  Indians, 
hunters  and  trappers  made  It  a  stopping  place  on  the  road  to  Fort  Duquesne 
(Pittsburgh)  and  later  to  Wheeling,  making  the  place  their  trading  point  for 
fur  and  game.     Before  the  coal  and  lumber  industries  were  developed,  or 
other  towns  had  sprung  up  along  the  Potomac,  when  fur  and  food-producing 
animals  abounded  In  the  locality,    Westemport  was  doing  business.     The 
lumber  raft  was  the  only  means  of  communication  with  Cumberland,  and 
later  on,  wagon  traffic  with  Wheeling.  "    (1908  Special  edition  of  The 
Cumberland  Dally  News) 


IV.  Post  ffice  Established 


"January  I,   1802,  the  Postmaster  General,  Mr.   Gideon  Granger, 
of  Connecticut,  established  here  a  post  office  and  named  Mr.  William  H. 
Burns  as  postmaster.     This  was  In  the  year  of  the  first  administration  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  of  Virginia,  the  third  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  not  out  of  the  way  to  suppose  that  there  were  a  few  or  more  residents 
here  some  time  before  the  establishment  of  the  post  office,  so  it  is  reasonable 
to  conclude  that  there  was  a  place  or  a  port  even  during  the  presidency  of 
John  Adams,  our  second  president,  and  say  that  it  would  in  any  way  be 
unreasonable  to  conclude  to  even  connect  Westernport  with  the  presidency 
of  the  illustrious  Washington.     To  do  this  latter,  we  would  only  have  to 
justify  a    'settlement'   around  about  there  five  years  prior  to  the  establishment 
of  a  post  office.     Is  this  unreasonable?    However,  that  may  be,  the    'port' 
has  a  history  of  which  it  may  well  be  proud.     It  has  kept  time  with  the 
march  of  the  land  as  few  other  places  can  boast.     Can  you  realize  this?    At 
that  time,  the  time  when  the  town  was  officially  recognized  by  the  general 
government,  there  were  less  than  90  post  offices  in  the  whole  State  of  Mary- 
land, and  12  years  after  that  only  6  in  the  whole  of  Allegany  County. 
Perfiaps  Oldtown,  Cresaptown,  and  Cumberland  were  the  only  ones  enjoying 
official  recognition  with  Westernport  in  1802  for  In  1814  these  with  those  of 
Jonasvllle  and  Tomlinson  were  the  sum  total  in  the  County.  " 
(From  a  clipping  of  Piedmont  Herald    -    about  1907) 


SOrib;   ADDLD   liU^UrlATIOK   OH    i^it.   CLINION  bAMK- 

The  Clinton  bank  was   located  on  the   left    band  side    ;oing 
north  on  Main  Streets     It  was  in  tha   house   Just   this  side  of  the 
Pahay  house  a  few  doors  below  the  new  laundromat o  (Mrs  o  Alv.'.n 
Pazenbaker's  pi«operty)o 

It  issued  bonk  notes  and  this   information  was  -^^v  r<.  frim 

one  ox    theBe   oanA  iiocd&o 

President   ^  Thomas  Cc  Williams: 
Cashier       =>  He   Co  Barrett 

The  bank  note  was  issued  in  l659o     There   are   some  of 
these  notes  still  aroiuadr,     to»  Norrla  Bruce  e^id  Mto  Richard 
Whitworth  each  have  oneo 

Tho  bank  was  registered  with  the  state  bgnking 
ooinadssiozio 


A  Picture  of  Early  Westernport 

WESTERNPORT,  MD. 


Home  of  Thrift,   Enterprise  and  industry 

From  long  before  the  Revolutionary  War,  there  was  a  settlement  here. 
Hunters  and  trappers  made  this  their  trading  point  for  furs  and  game. 

The  pioneers  and  residents  of  this  region  and  settlement  were  noted  for 
their  hospitality  and  good  nature  rendering  all  strangers  comfortable  and 
welcome.     This  splendid  quality  of  citizenship  characterizes  the  average 
Westernporter  of  today. 

It  Is  now  a  thrifty  little  city  of  three  thousand.  Westernport  is  better 
supplied  with  churches  and  schools  than  most  towns  its  size.  In  the  industrial 
and  commercial  world.   It  ranks  with  the  best  of  its  size. 

There  are  stores,  steam  mills,  iron  foundries,  bank,  steam  bakery, 
and  others.  Other  community  features  tend  to  make  Westernport  desirable 
as  a  residential  town.  There  are  many  fine  homes  with  large  grassy  lawns 
and  spacious  gardens,  fruit  trees  and  all  the  modern  conveniences  for  pleasant, 
safe,  economical  and  convenient  living.  There  Is  pure  water  for  domestic 
use,  and  fire  protection,  electric  lights,  paved  streets,  good  sidewalks  and 
complete  sewerage,  yet  rents  are  low. 

Good  means  of  transportation  are  available  through  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio,  Western  Maryland,  Cumberland  and  Pennsylvania  Railroads,  and  the 
Cumberland  and  Westernport  electric  trolley  car  line.     Business  men  are  wide 
awake  and  glad  to  encourage  any  one  who  has  money  to  invest  or  to  engage 


In  business.     It  has  good  banking  facilities  through  Its  sound  bank  -  Citizens 

National . 

The  municipality  of  Westernport  is  made  up  of: 

Mayor  -    H.   P.  Whitworth 

Bailiff  -    J.  D.   Kalbaugh  •      ' 

Councilman      -    Washington  Matthews 

William  Fazenbaker 

Richard  Stine 

Christopher  Kuhnle 
Clerk  -    O.   H.   Bnjce 

from  -    Potomac's  Quartet  of  Towns 


Industrial  Publ.  Co.    -  1906 


Very  much  earlier  In  the  19th  century  there  was  a  bank  in  Westernport 
doing  business  In  a  building  still  standing  on  Main  Street.     It  was  named  the 
Clinton  Bank.     Outside  of  its  having  been  registered  by  the  state,   little  is 
known  about  It. 
Desirability  of  Site  and  How  It  Developed  a  Town 

One  can  readily  understand  that  this  site  points  to  a  permanent  town 
and  Its  growth.     The  first  settlers  engaged  In  farming  and  transportation.     Boat 
and  raft  building  was  carried  on.    A  boat  yard  was  located  on  the  west  bank  of 
George's  Creek  on  what  Is  now  Railroad  Street.     Here,  merchandise  such  as 
lumber,  coal,  and  some  iron  ore,  was  loaded  on  rafts  and  boats  and  floated 
down  the  river  to  Cumberland.     Here  It  was  transferred  to  the  C.  &  O.  canal 
for  shipment  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  first  man  to  move  freight  by  this  means  was  Patrick  McCarty,  from 
what  is  now  known  as  Keyser.  He  sent  pig  Iron  and  holloware  to  Georgetown. 
His  works  were  famous  for  the  old  tin  plate  wood  stoves.     Shipping  of  this  kind 


started  about  1790,     Use  of  the  river  was  seasonal,  cccuirlng  mostly  during 
Spring  when  the  river  was  above  normal  stage.     Other  things  these  boats  and 
rafts  carried  In  early  times  were:    flour,  whiskey,  and  later,  coal  and  timber. 

The  coming  of  the  railroads  gave  a  big  boost  to  the  development  of 
the  town.     The  Cumberland  and  Pennsylvania  was  built  to  carry  freight  from 
the  upper    Creek  sections  to  the  shipping  port.     The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road reached  what  is  now  Piedmont  in  1851.     It  Is  said  that  Westernport,  up  to 
that  time,  had  only  30  houses  and  Piedmont  was  an  open  field  with  no  in- 
hobitants.     Mrs.   Bums,  who  kept  the  first  hotel  in  Westernport,  owned  these 

acres  and  sold  them  just  before  the  railroad  was  extended. 

These  railroads  increased  shipping  facilities,  furnished  much  work 

and  soon  many  people  were  settling  here  and  across  the  river  in  Piedmont. 

Work  was  plentiful  in  railroading,   lumber  operation,  and  extensive  mining 

of  fine  coal. 

Settling  and  Growth  of  Piedmont  and  TrI-Towns 

Piedmont  began  to  grow  quickly  after  the  B.   &  O.  was  extended. 

The   New  Creek  Company  laid  out  the  town  and  sold  lots.     In  three  years  it 

contained  140  buildings,  churches,  machine  shop  and  engine  house,  hotel 

and  stores,     it  contained  over  1000  people  at  that  time.     It  came  from  two 

shanties  to  this  in  about  three-years  time. 

Wbrk  was  plentiful,  railroad  shops  employed  nearly  1000.     Lumbering 
and  the  great  coal   mining  operations  needed  workers.     Another  railroad  built 
through  Westernport  ran  to  Elk  ins.  West  Virginia.     It  was  called  West  Virginia 
Central  and  added  new  hinter-land  for  our  community  to  serve.     A  brick 


yard,  using  Mt.  Savage  fire  clay  was  opened  and  operafed  on  the  Keyser 
and  Pledmonf  rood.     Planing  mills  were  operated,  using  products  of  the 
nearby  forests. 

There  were  stores  of  all  kinds.     Bakeries,  cleaning  shops,  black- 
smith shops,  and  whatever  else  was  needed  to  support  a  large  area,  made 
this  community  a  shopping  center.     At  one  time  this  hinterland  end  numbered 
nearly  75,000  or  more.     With  all  this  activity  the  towns  were  bound  to  grow. 

This  prosperity  was  increased  by  the  plant  of  the  West  Virginia 
Pulp    and  Paper  Company,  which  was  built  in  the  last  decade  of  1800, 
It  was  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  River  on  the  Maryland  side. 
A  town  was  laid  out  and  named  Luke  after  the  owners.     This  was  the  third 
town  In  a  group  which  Is  now  called  the  TrI-Towns.     The  paper  mill  has 
been  the  savior  of  the  community  because  of  steady  operation,  which  saved 
the  day  when  other  industries  shutdown  or  moved  to  other  regions. 
Churches  and  Newspapers 

Churches  were  established  in  the  early  days.     They  are  as  follows: 

St.   Peter's  Catholic  1873 

United  Brethren  1875 

St.  James  Chapel  1878 

Lutheran  Church  1879 

Presbyterian  1856 

St.  John's  Methodist  Episcopal  South  1867 

First  Methodist  Episcopal  1869 

Other  churches  have  been  built  in  later  years. 

Westernport  had  no  early  newspapers  but  Piedmont  has  had  several. 

In  1881,  the  Obsen/er  was  established  by  G.    T.   Goshorn.     The  Piedmont 


Herald  was  first  published  in  1878  by  W.   Scott  Lee  but  was  discontinued 
in  1880.     The  present  Piedmont  Herald  was  established  in  1881  and  has 
continued  to  date.     The  present  editor  and  owner.  Miss  Mae  Rose  and  Mr. 
John  Rose,  are  children  of  the  Founder,  Mr.   F.   Rose. 
IX.  Indian  Inhabitants  and  Their  Elimination 

Like  all  other  pioneer  explorers  and  settlers  of  the  United  States, 
they  found  Indians  a  problem.     Tribes  in  this  area  probably  belonged  to  the 
Algonquins,  which  were  the  Shawnees  and  Delaware  tribes.     Of  course, 
this  problem  slowed  up  the  settlement  and  development  of  the  region.     It 
is  said  that  the  Potomac  River  was  named  from  Pottawatomas  Indians. 

Evidences  of  Indian  camps  in  this  region  are  shown  by  relics  such  as 
arrow  heads,  axes,  etc.     Some  of  these  have  been  discovered  along  Stoney 
Run  and  the  mountains  surrounding  it.     Some  places  on  the  western  hill 
have  yielded  these  artifacts  as  well  as  Indian  skulls.     They  were  found  when 
foundations  for  houses  were  being  dug. 

The  Indians  being  a  menace,  under  warlike  chiefs,  were  met  and 
defeated  near  Fort  Pitt  by  American  and  British  forces.    Under  command  of 
Col.   Bouquet,  English  rule  was  estabi  ished  over  the  Pennsylvania,  Maryland 
and  Virginia  frontier  area.     They  established  peace  for  the  pioneer?  in 
about  1760. 
X.  Permanent  Settlement  ond  Earliest  People 

The  permanent  settlement  of  Westernport  came  after  the  troublesome 
Indians  were  eliminated.     The  first  names  connected  with  the  town  were: 


Peter  Devecomon  (the  first  white  settler),  Morrison,  Sigler,  Wilt,   Ravenscroft, 
Ross,  Power,   Polant,  Michael,  Clark,  Broadwater,  Fazenbaker,   Paxton,  Murray, 
Dayton,  KIght,  Grove,  Duckworth,  Hlxenbaugh,   Kooken,  Jamelson. 

There  are  no  dates  available  for  the  coming  of  all  these  people.     How- 
ever,  In  the  1790's,  Adam  Sigler  and  James  Morrison  owned  all  the  land.   In- 
cluding the  town  and  surrounding  territory.     Morrison  surveyed  and  laid  out 
the  town  lots  near  the  end  of  the  18th  century.     But  before  the  Revolution  there 
was  a  straggling  settlement.     In  early  times,  the  settlement  was  on  the  great 
thoroughfare  from  Winchester,  Va.   to  Morgantown,   Pa.  ,  over  which  salt,  flour^ 
and  other  merchandise  were  transported  by  horseback. 

The  first  buildings  were  of  logs,  only  one  of  which  Is  now  standing  - 

the  Welsh  Theater  was  built  about  a  large  log  building.     It  Is  still    standing. 

Another  Important  building  was  the  log  cabin  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 

Washington  Streets,     it  was  torn  down  several  years  ago  and  a  brick  building 

containing  the  present-day  post  office  was  erected.    All  through  the  years 

the  story  that  this  building  was  Washington's  military  headquarters  has  persisted 

but  there  is  no  proof.     Someone  has  suggested  that  Washington  may  have 

stopped  there  on  one  of  his  surveying  trips.     No  one  knows  for  sure.     Another 

log  building  became  the  post  office.     It  stood  near  where  the  Citizens 

National  Bank  is  nowiocated.     This  was  torn  down  many  many  years  ago  - 
I 

about  1880,  by  Mr.  John  H.  C.   Getty,  who  owned  the  property. 

The  first  stores  were  kept  by  James  Morrison,  Wm.   Price,  and  John 
Crawford.     The  first  resident  physician  was  Dr.   Gerstell,  who  had  been 
educated  In  Germany.     Mrs.   Burns  kept  the  first  hotel  (near  where  the  Habeeb 


n 


building  now  stands).     Wm.   Burns  was  the  first  postmaster. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Cumberland  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad  the 
town  increased  more  rapidly  in  population.     It  was  Incorporated  February  23,    1859. 
Commissioners:    A.   Gerstell,  Stephen  Fuller,  W.   T.   Jamison,   E.   J.    Fredlock, 
C.   A.    Pagenhardt.     A.   Gerstell  was  president  and  A.   Kalbaugh  was  clerk. 
This  form  of  government  was  followed  until  about  1905.     J.   S.   Miller  was  the 
first  mayor.     The  population  gfev/  to  about  600  In  1880. 
XI.  Military  Grants 

The  Government  decreed  that  public  lands  were  to  be  divided  and 
colonial  soldiers  who  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War  v/ere  to  be  rewarded  by 
land  grants,     Francis  Deakin  made  a  survey  of  50-acre  grants  for  this  purpose 
during   1778-88.     This  survey  was  In  Garrett  County  and  Westernport  of  Allegany 
County.     The  military  grants  were  located  In  Westernport  on  land  adjoining 
Hill  Top.     We  have  seen  a  deed  to  a  property  on  Hill  Top  which  states  that 
It  was  In  the  military  plots.     Records  show  that  there  were  some  of  these  plots 
on  the  western  hill  of  the  town.     Names  of  the  holders  are  not  available. 
II.  Fort  Fisher 

Before  the  Civil  War  there  was  a  fort  constructed  on  the  south  end  of 
Hammond  Street  overlooking  the  Potomac.     It  was  called  Fort  Fisher,  why.   Is 
not  known.     Years  ago  an  elderly  lady  told  us  she  was  a  child  at  the  time  of 
the  Civil  War.     She  said  that  she  and  her  family  brought  home-baked  food  to 
Fort  Fisher  for  the  soldiers  stationed   there.     This  part  of  the  hill  was  known  as 
Fort  Hill.     The  Whitworth  residence  occupied  the  site  of  the  Fort.     Since  this 
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part  of  tfie  hill  has  been  cuf  away  by  the  State  Roads  Commission,  there  is 
nothing  now  to  mark  the  location. 
XIII.  How  Mountains  and  Streams  Got  Their  Names 

Dan's  Mountain 


Dan's  Mountain  was  named  for  Daniel  Cresap.     During  a  fight  with  the 
Indians,   Daniel  Cresap  noticed  a  young  Indian  who  left  the  Indian  band  and 
started  on  foot  through  the  woods.     Daniel,  being  fleet  of  foot  followed  him, 
not  wanting  to  kill  him.     After  a  flight,  hiding  behind  trees  from  each  other, 
they  came  to  an  open  part  of  country.     The  Indian  drew  his  gun  and  Daniel 
saw  that  it  was  loaded.     Both  pulled  the  trigger  at  the  same  time.     The  Indian 
was  fatally  wounded    In   the  stomach  and  Cresap  was  shot  through  the  lungs. 
The  Indian  died  and  Cresap  died  before  they  could  get  him  out  of  the  woods. 

Savage  Mountain 

Savage  Mountain  came  by  its  name  because  the  Indians  held  sway  there 
from  earliest  times.     The  majesty  of  the  lofty  mountain  Impressed  the  white  men. 
Because  of  the  heavy  growth  and  steep  ascents,  the  white  men  were  only  able 
to  chase  the  Indians  to  the  base  of  the  mountains.     Savages  were  left  in  control. 

Another  story  which  seems  to  be  more  authentic  is  below: 

Benj.    Winslow,  a  surveyor,  commissioned  by  Lord  Fairfax  of  Virginia  late 
In  the  year  1736,  came  up  the  Potomac  (probably  passing  through  what  is  now  Tri- 
Towns)  and  as  far  west  as  the  mouth  of  Savage  River  at  Bloomlngton.     He  was  trying 
to  determine  the  northern  boundary  of  Fairfax's  claims  and  to  locate  the  head  source 
of  the  North  Branch  of  Potomac.     The  party  camped  near  the  mouth  of  Savage  River, 
during  the  winter  months  about  1736.      They  almost  star/ed  until  someone  killed  an 
edible  animal.     Thomas  Savage  was  one  of  the  party  who  seems  to  have  suffered  most. 


It  is  from  him  that  Savage  River  got  its  name. 

George's  Creek 

Nemacolin,  the  great  pathfinder  for  the  Cresaps,  had  a  son  named 
George.     George  had  been  put  in  charge  of  the  Cresap  family.     He  lived  with 
the  family  for  many  years,  always  returning  from  going  on  "the  hunt"  from 
time  to  time.     The  Cresap  mansion  was  located  at  Rowlings  or  Cresaptown. 

The  stream  which  rises  near  Frostburg  flowed  through  the  valley  to 
Westernport  and  emptied  into  the  Potomac  River.     Along  this  stream  for  years, 
Indian  George  established  his  hunting  camps.     It  is  from  this  instance  the 
stream  was  called  George's  Creek. 
XIV.  Schools  of  the  Community 

Schools  were  established  although  the  history  of  earliest  ones  are 
obscure.     A  hearsay  log  cabin,  used  for  a  school,  was  on  Hill  Top  below  the 
county  road.     This  has  never  been  proved,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  person 
who  told  us  has  confused  it  with  the  settlement  on  Franklin  Hill  above  our 
town  in  Garrett  County.     At  one  time  a  settlement  of  nearly  300  was    located 
on  Franklin  Hill;  a  large  coal  mining  operation  was  carried  on  there. 

The  first  recorded  school  of  Westernport  was  a  frame  building  on 
Hammond  Street  on  the  site  of  old  Hammond  Street  School.     It  was  built 
before  1875  and  torn  down  in  1891  for  construction  of  a  large  brick  building. 
This  new  building  held  a  corner  stone  laying  in  1891  and  was  to  be  used 
the  following  autumn  -  1891.     The  principal  of  the  school  was  Oliver  H. 
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Bruce,  who  served  efficiently  as  principal  for  45  years.     He  died  In  1920. 
This  school  was  the  center  for  community  spirit  -  a  spirit  of  pride  and  en- 
deavor which  characterized  the  community  for  years.     Mr.   Bruce  was  the 
Inspiration  for  this  spirit.     No  one  has  had  the  same  Influence  since  his 
passing. 

The  Hammond  Street  building  housed  all  grades  and  high  school  until 
1923.     April  30,    1922,  the  school  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire.     It  v/as 
rebuilt  and  used  for  the  elementary  children.     In  1923  the  high  school    moved 
to  a  new  building  on  Church  Street.     This  now  houses  the  elementary  school. 
A  beautiful  modern  building,  Bruce  High  School,  has  been  built  on  the  hill 
near  the  Stoney  Run  Road.     This  school,  as  well  as  the  one  on  Church  Street, 
was  named  for  Principal  Bruce.     The  old  building  on  Hammond  has  been  sold 
but  is  still  standing  at  this  date  -  1966.     We  came  across  a  statement  that 
this  building  cost  $12,000  -  a  far  cry  from  the  new  high  school's  $3,000,000. 

St.  Peter's  Catholic  Church  established  a  school  In  about  1875.     It 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph.     The  first  school  was  of 
frame  construction  but  it  has  been  replaced  by  a  brick  building  which  is 
occupied  by  all  grades,   including  the  high  school  grades.     The  school  has 
the  oversight  of  the  pastor  and  the  congregation. 

Piedmont's  first  school  building  was  of  frame  construction  and  located 
on  Jones  Street.     The  pupils,  both  elementary  and  high  school,  were  moved  to 
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a  new  modern  brick  building  on  the  hill  at  the  top  of  Child's  Avenue.     This 
was  called  Davis  Free  School  after  its  benefactor,   Henry  G.   Davis.     This 
building  still  stands  and  is  used  as  the  elementary  school.     The  high  school 
occupies  a  modern  brick  building  on  the  "Orchard"  near  the  bank  of  the 
Potomac. 

First  school  built  in  Luke  was  a  two-room  frame  building.     It  housed 
the  children  in  grades  I  to  8,     High  school  pupils  could  attend  the  high  school 
in  Westernport.     This  school  became  too  small  and  a  new  brick  building  was 
constructed  on  land  donated  by  West  Virginia  Pulp  and  Paper  Company.     The 
Luke  school  was  opened  September,   1912.     This  school  has  since  been  closed  and 
all  the  children  are  transported  by  bus  to  the  Westernport  Elementary  school  and 
to  the  Bruce  High  School. 

Schools  seem  to  have  been  built  in  the  outlying  villages  very  early. 
The  only  one  mentioned  here  is  the  Franklin  School  situated  In,  what  In  early 
times,  was  called  Franklin  Mines.  It  was  a  frame  building  that  housed  one 
room,  in  which  all  grades  from  1  to  8  were  taught.  Later  the  enrollment 
increased  so  much  that  a  partition  was  erected  in  the  room  and  two  teachers 
were  employed.  In  1924  the  school  was  closed  and  the  pupils  transferred  to 
Hammond  Street  School.     Today  they  attend  Westernport  .Elementary. 
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From  tims  to  tins  there  were  private  schools  in 
instructors'  homes  and  very  early  an  acedemy  \/as  carried 
on  in  Piedmont  by  a  tir.  Bov;en.   Not  much  is  knov7n  of  these, 
and  after  good  schools  v;ere  established,  they  disap'zseared. 
.  •  There  is  a  private  kindergarten  na.v  conducted  in 

the  former  Luke  School  building.  This  is  sponsored  by 
people  of  the  coL-uaunity  and  is  accredited  by  the  State 
Departr.ont  of  Education, 

XV .    Cultural  and  J^ecrer.tional  Opportunities 

Nov;  that  the  three  settlements  had  becc.T.e  parnu-nent, 
activities  were  taking  place  that  included  the  v;liole 
coiriiiiunity.   Although  each  tov/n  had  its  C/;n  government,  they 
all  seenied  as  one  tovm.   Each  depended  on  the  other  for  sone 
needed  things. 

The  railroads  furnished  work  for  the  v;hole  corr^nunity, 
Stores  and  other  establishments  serviced  the  to'.v'ns.   Homes 
were  built  and  later  the  Paper  Mill  was  the  mainstay  for 
regular  employment. 

X        In  early  pioneer  times  we  suppose  our  people  lived 
and  enjoyed  social  activities  as  other  pioneers  did.   Church 
life,  house  raising,  sharing  v;ork  of  the  house,  picnics, 
country  dances,  and  the  early  singing  school,  v;ere  comncnly 
shared  activities.   They  v;ere  also  occupied  in  rendering 
neighborly  services  to  the  sick  and  unfortunate. 


As  the  £;trenuous  life  eased  and  life  became  bet> 
organized,  more  time  v;aE  Evsilable  for  recreation  r.nd 
cultural  pursuits. 

The  church  and  its  organiiit-'ticns  tcclc  up  th^  v.ir.ie 
of  most  citizens.   This  vas  a  neccGsary  psrt  of  life  and  it 
required  much  work  to  support  the  churclies.   Outdoor  activities 
in  favorable  v/eather  conciEtcd  of  far.'.ily  and  neigliborhood 
picnics  in  suraTuer.   E-.;ini\\ing  v/as  very  popular  among  the  younger 
people;  in  the  old  sv;i;ar.iing  holes  in  the  Creek  and  Kiver  balov; 
Karyland  Iwenue,    and  the  Boo.tis  at  the  Luke  mill.   There  \.-ere 
other  places  in  outlying  regions  but  only  boys  had  the 
pleasure.   It  v/as  long  after,  that  girls  v;ere  allov/ed  to  take 
part  in  this  sport.   In  the  fall,  corn  roasts  and  far.iily  and 
neighborly  barbecues  were  enjoyed. 

Winter  vjas  the  time  for  coasting  and  skating.   The 
winter  sncr.-;  also  afforded  pleasure  to  many,  when  groups  rented 
eleighs  drawn  by  horses  to  go  to  neighboring  places.   The 
bottom  of  the  sleigh  was  covered  with  hay  and  many  blankets 
were  brought  by  the  parties  to  keep  out  the  cold.   Many  of 
these  groups  had  Keyser  as  their  destination  where  they  enjoyed 
hot  refreshment  before  returning.   Some  of  these  sleigh  parties 
were  inted  to  country  homes  v;here  they  enjoyed  much  hospitality. 
It  was  a  merry  sound  to  hear  the  sleigh  bells  and  happy  songs 
of  the  people. 

Local  celebrations  of  the  holid^ivs  were  regularly 
held  by  the  business  men  and  citizens.  The  fourth  of  July 
was  a  great  ti;ae  for  the  cor.u.uaity .   A  parade  of  floats,  bj^nds 


and  marching  organisations  follo-./c-rl  by  a  serious  cpGaV.or  • 
impressed  one  v;itli  the  import anco  of  July  4th.   People  v;ere 
not  afrc-iid  to  do  soma  flag  waving,  h   picnic  and  outdoor  dance 
completed  the  day.   7Ieraoric:l  Dry  vas  very  solemn  at  the 
cemetery  prograra  but  a  moct  happy  day  for  family  and  friends. 
It  wac  really  a  heme  coming  of  forx.ier  citizens  from  near  and 
far, 

The  m:iin  outdoor  recreation  area  for  picnicc  v.-as 
yhe  _C_r:o'/e  which  included  all  of  \;hat  is  now  Oa3:vie'.;.  !\n   out- 
side dance  floor  and  a  stand  for  bands  were  built  here.   It 
vas  a  pretty  grove  of  trees  and  grass.   No  houses  occupied 
any  of  it  until  much  later.   Country  dancing  and  squv.re  dancing 
vere  the  main  attractj.cns  until  the  round  dances  caiio  into 
popularity. 

Since  there  was  no  radio  or  television,  amusements 
had  to  be  provided  by  the  participants,   There  was  the  talking 
machine  which  was  a  great  favorite.   Motion  pictures  were 
unavailable  until  about  1900,   The  first  ones  were  silent 
movies  shov;n  by  the  Salvation  Army  in  the  Odd  Feller..' 's  Kail 
on  Front  Street, 

Many  clubs  and  fraternal  organisations  were  of  a 
recreational  value  to  those  taking  part.   These  did  a  great 
deal  of  civic  and  charitable  work  in  the  community.   In  fact, 
the  leaders  of  the  community  seemed  to  have  been  successful  in 
spreading  the  spirit  among  the  people. 

The  Piedmont  Op€;ra  House  vas  built  in  18S5  and  cv.'ned 
bv  the  Cit^'  of  Pi-=dr-.cnt.   It  was  the  csr.'co.r    for  ruch  of  the 


cultural  activitios.   As  an  early  description  of  the  bi^.ilcling 
says  "that  the  second  floor  v/as  fully  equipped  and  corafortable 
seating  provided  for  any  theatricsl  performance . " 

Indeed  it  v/as  very  important,  as  the  bert  r.rtints 
appeared  here.   It  v;as  an  easy  stop-over  for  the  attriictioiis 
that  appeared  in  the  Academy  of  Music  in  Cuioberland.   The 
na.Tiec  of  these  great  artists  have  disappearr-d  v;it"ri  tim?  but  one 
is  rens.uibared  --  John  Phillip  Sousa  gave  a  concert  in  the  Op:;ra 
House  early  in  this  century.   There  were  stool:  companies 
presenting  soiae  of  the  classical  plnys  as  \;ell  as  nany  melo- 
dramas.  Generally,  there  v;as  a  full  house  -  laatinee  and 
evening. 

Besides  these  professional  groups,  the  Op.-ra  House 
furnished  a  place  for  horae  talent.   Some  very  good  plays  and 
musicals,  including  minstrels,  'A'ere  yearly  events.   The 
graduation  exercises  of  the  high  schools  vere  held  here  for 
years.   Here,  too,  motion  pictures  were  sha.;n.   It  was  a  movie 
house  for  years.   The  town  of  Piedmont  recently  sold  it  to 
private  interests  and  Feldstein's  apartment  building  new  stands 
there. 

Band  and  musical  organizations  were  nany.   At  one 
time  several  of  these  organizations  were  in  existence  at  the 
same  time.   The  Gilbert  Cornet  Band  competed  in  and  v;on  first 
award  at  the  Colujabia  World's  Fair  in  Chicago  in  1893. 

Near  the  baginning  of  the  1900 'c,  the  VJest  Virginia 
Pulp  and  Paper  Company  erected  a  throe-story  social  building 


in  LukG.   The  Devon  Club  served  as  a  conra-o.nity' cei-ter .   The 
tv/o  lever  floors  contained  billiards  and  bovling,  and  the 
top  floor  an  auditorium.   Here,  men  of  note  appeared  in  a 
series  of  pro^-rans.   Noted  national  vr iters,  poets,  legal 
lights,  scientists,  political  figures  and  humorists  provided 
prograias  of  a  high  order.   Later  these  vere  discontinued  and 
motion  pictures  v;cre  initiated. 

The  school  seemed  to  be  the  center  of  the  coirjTjnity. 
Led  by  a  fine  coimiunity  spirited  nan,  Mr,  0.  H.  Bruce,  this 
spirit  perm-ated  the  tov7n.   Great  pride  vas  taken  in  both  the 
echool  and  the  town. 
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1.  Scharf*B  -  History  of  Western  Maryland 

2.  Thomas  -  History  of  Allegany  County 

3.  Souvenir  Program  -  Interstate  Bridge  Celebration 

4.  Industrial  History  of  Potomac's  Quartet  of  To-.i7ns  -  1906 

5.  Special  Edition  of  Cuiriberland  Daily  News  -  1908 

6.  Clippings  from  Piedmont  Herald,  Cumberland  Times,  and  others 
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10,  Citizen's  National  Bank  -  concerning  Clinton  Bank 
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